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GOVERNMENT  OF  ALBERTA 


Updating  Albertans 

Four  times  a year  the  Government  of  Alberta  produces  fiscal  updates  on  how 
much  it  is  earning,  spending  and  investing  on  behalf  of  Albertans.  Its  one  way 
we  fulfill  our  promise  to  be  accountable  to  Albertans.  But  there’s  more  to 
accountability  than  numbers,  economic  indicators  and  financial  tables. 

This  document,  our  first  Quarterly  Activity  Report,  is  designed  to  give  you 
details  on  where  the  money  goes.  It  is  a long  list  of  some  of  the  most  important 
and  interesting  achievements  and  initiatives  begun  or  accomplished  by  this 
government  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  1999-2000  fiscal  year. 

(That’s  July,  August  and  September  of  1999.) 

Our  19,000  public  employees  are  responsible  for  getting  so  many  of  these 
initiatives  off  the  ground  and  maintaining  them  with  a standard  of  excellence 
second  to  none.  You  may  be  surprised  by  the  sheer  number  of  their 
accomplishments,  but  it’s  the  quality  and  variety  that  we’re  most  proud  of. 
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SECOND  QUARTER  ACTIVITY  REPORT 


PROVIDING  STRONG  LEADERSHIP 


The  leadership  initiatives  your  government  took  during  2nd  Quarter  include: 


• Intermunicipal  dispute  resolution  initiative 
implemented  to  provide  municipalities  with  the 
flexibility  to  develop  local  solutions 

• Civil  mediation  programs  for  Calgary  launched 
in  courts 

• Alberta  Gaming  Research  Council  established  to 
direct  research  into  the  social  and  economic  aspects 
of  gaming 

• Interim  measures  announced  to  address  concerns 
about  significant  increases  in  education  property  taxes 
in  high  growth  communities 

• 20  farm  stakeholders  groups  consulted  for  study 
on  ways  of  addressing  assessment  and  rural  taxation 
issues 


• Consultation  on  a framework  for  Aboriginal  policy 
launched  to  help  government  create  an  environment 
where  Aboriginal  people  have  better  access  to  social 
and  economic  opportunities 

• Aboriginal  Judge  appointed 

• Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy 
(FOIPP)  legislation  extended  to  post-secondary 
institutions 

• Forensic  team  sent  to  Kosovo  to  assist  United  Nations 

• Fallen  police  and  peace  officers  commemorated 
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STRENGTHENING  THE  ALBERTA  ECONOMY 


Business  and  industry  drive  Alberta’s  economy  and  government’s  job  is  to  create 
an  environment  in  which  they  can  all  prosper.  To  this  end,  during  the  second  quarter 
of  1999-2000,  we  undertook  the  following  activities: 


• Alberta  ranked  as  one  of  two  top  investment  climates 
in  Canada  by  Fraser  Institute 

• Personal  provincial  income  tax  reform  was  accelerated 
by  one  year  so  it  will  now  be  implemented  January 
2001,  instead  of  January  2002.  The  part  of  the  plan 
that  eliminated  the  8%  surtax  levied  on  middle  and 
high-income  Albertans  will  be  moved  ahead  even 
further  so  it  will  be  eliminated  January  2000 

• Timber  reallocation  was  started  in  north-central 
Alberta  that  will  result  in  $200  million  of  investment 
in  five  new  forest  product  facilities  and  700  jobs 

• Ready  to  Export,  (a  seminar  offering  exporting 
expertise  to  small  business)  began  southern  Alberta 
tour  in  Brooks 

• Consultations  with  producers  and  municipal  officials 
led  to  enhancements  of  the  Farm  Income  Disaster 
Program  (FIDP)  and  a new  Farm  Income  Disaster 
Loan  Program 

• Premier  Klein  took  part  in  the  Team  Canada  trade 
mission  to  Japan  and  led  an  Alberta  mission  to  China 


• Alberta  Government  was  sole  Canadian  participant  in 
International  Travel  Expo  in  Kangwon,  Korea  which 
featured  60  countries  and  enjoyed  2.3  million  visitors 

• Alberta-based  film  productions  were  awarded 
$672,000  from  the  1999-2000  $5  million  Alberta 
Film  Development  Program 

• Strategic  Tourism  Marketing  Plan  implemented  to 
increase  the  effectiveness  of  tourism  marketing  and 
increase  tourism  industry  revenues  from  $3.75  billion 
a year  to  $4.6  billion  a year 

• Travel  Alberta  International  (a  partnership  of 
the  Calgary  Convention  & Visitors  Bureau  and 
Economic  Development  Edmonton)  awarded 
an  $ 1 8 million  contract  to  provide  international 
tourism  marketing  services  for  Alberta 

• Building  Alberta’s  Economy  through  Emerging 
Technologies  (a  study  that  identifies  seven  key 
technologies  emerging  within  the  biotechnology 
and  information  technology  sectors)  was  released 
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PROMOTING  HEALTH  AND  WELLNESS 


Albertans  are  generally  healthy  people.  In  1998-1999,  88  % of  Albertans  rated  their  health  as 
good  or  better.  Our  health  care  system  makes  substantial  contributions  to  the  health  status  of 
Albertans.  During  the  second  quarter  these  contributions  included: 


• Funding  provided  for  new  and  existing  health 
initiatives: 

$ 1 0 million  to  Regional  Boards  for  Persons  with 

Developmental  Disabilities  (PDD)  to  address 

unanticipated  client  growth 

$7.5  million  to  cancer  research  in  addition  to 

funding  already  provided 

$7.3  million  in  lottery  fund  grants  to  eight 

regional  health  authorities  and  the  Alberta  Cancer 

Board  for  high-tech  medical  equipment  purchases 

$5  million  to  enhance  access  to  children’s  mental 

health  services 

$3.3  million  provided  through  the  Special  Needs 
Assistance  Program  for  Seniors  to  help  1,585  single 
seniors  and  married  couples  meet  basic  needs 
$588,757  research  grant  to  the  University  of 
Calgary  for  Nutriceutical  Treatment  of  Mental 
Disorders 


• Alberta  Research  Council  entered  joint  venture  with 
international  viral  disease  management  company  for 
development  of  antiviral  therapeutics 

• Initiative  to  improve  screening  of  newborns  for 
metabolic  disorders  started 

• Review  of  programs,  funding  and  accountability 
of  PDD  Boards  started 

• Report  A:  Review  of  Current  Government  Programs  and 
Services  (part  of  the  Study  of  the  Impact  of  the  Aging 
Population)  was  released,  followed  by  consultations 
with  over  600  Albertans  in  1 5 locations 

• Number  of  physicians  practicing  in  Alberta  increased 
second  year  in  a row 

• Magnetic  resonance  imaging  capacity  increased  with 
new  MRI  service  in  Lethbridge 
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SUPPORTING  EDUCATION  AND  LIFELONG  LEARNING 


Learning  is  a priority  for  this  government.  Teaching  our  children  well  ensures  a promising 
future  for  the  province.  By  offering  learning  opportunities  to  our  adults,  we  make  the  present 
an  exciting  and  prosperous  time.  To  ensure  Albertans  have  the  best  opportunities  to  learn, 
this  government  has  initiated  the  following: 


School  council  review  report  released 

Caps  lifted  for  funding  of  special  needs  and  English 
as  a Second  Language  students 

Funding  was  provided  to  support  families  and  children: 

- $ 1 5 1 million  one-time  grant  to  school  boards 
to  eliminate  accumulated  deficits,  as  well  as 
rewarding  those  school  boards  that  have  recorded 
balanced  budgets 

- $4.2  million  to  school  boards  for  computer 
networks  through  Innovation  Fund 

$1.29  million  to  school  boards  for  sparsity  and 
distance  funding  for  1998-1999  school  year 
$1.1  million  in  grants  to  improve  student  and 
public  access  to  the  arts 

$180,000  for  family  literacy  awareness  and  training 
$133,400  in  bursaries  for  further  study  in  health 
related  careers  awarded  to  Aboriginal  students 


Doctoral  Program  in  Nursing  became  available 
at  University  of  Calgary 

Canadas  first  online  Bachelor  of  Nursing  program 
launched  at  University  of  Calgary 
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SUPPORTING  FAMILIES  AND  CHILDREN 


Children  are  everyone’s  priority.  And  families,  as  the  primary  providers  for  children,  are  the 
most  important  social  unit  in  this  society.  To  protect  and  promote  the  well-being  of  children 
and  their  families,  as  well  as  families  without  children,  the  Alberta  Government  has  performed 
the  following  activities: 


• Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome  projects  expanded 

• Members  appointed  to  the  Task  Force  on  Children 
at  Risk 

• Independent  reviews  announced  of  the  Office  of 
the  Children’s  Advocate  and  factors  leading  to  child 
welfare  caseload  growth 

• Alberta  Future  Leaders  Program  implemented  in 
21  Alberta  Aboriginal  communities 

• 2,581  kids  from  15  aboriginal  communities 
were  funded  to  participate  in  Art  Camps  held  by 
The  Alberta  Foundation  for  the  Arts 


• Funding  was  provided  to  support  families  and 
children: 

$28.6  million  reinvestment  made  in  National 
Child  Benefit  initiatives  to  reduce  out  of  pocket 
expenses  for  working  families 
$25.6  million  to  school  boards  for  students  with 
special  health  needs,  such  as  occupational  or 
speech  therapy 

Increased  spending  by  $24  million  (for  a total  of 
$37  million)  to  new  Child  and  Family  Services 
Authorities  in  their  first  year  of  operation 
$5  million  to  enhance  access  to  children’s  mental 
health  services 
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BUILDING  STRONGER,  SAFER  COMMUNITIES 


Alberta  communities  are  strong,  vibrant  and  diverse.  We  want  to  keep  them  that  way. 
So  we  are  constantly  looking  for  new  ideas  and  initiatives  that  will  build  on  the  solid 
foundation  we  already  have.  During  2nd  Quarter  these  initiatives  included: 


• Government  announced  intention  to  assume 
responsibility  for  primary  highways  on  major  trade 
corridors  through  cities  and  all  secondary  highways 

• Support  provided  to  residents  and  municipalities 
affected  by  flooding  in  central  Alberta 

• New  bail  notification  guideline  issued  to  protect 
victims  of  serious  domestic  violence 

• Over  150,000  kids  participated  in  Walk  the  Talk  ’99 
(a  child  traffic  safety  program) 

• Municipalities  presented  ideas  at  local  forums  on  how 
to  enhance  the  relationships  between  the  province 
and  municipalities 

• First-ever  Provincial  Community  Development 
Conference  held  in  Red  Deer  with  300  participants 

• Information  provided  to  Albertans  on  emergency 
preparedness  in  the  home 


• Funding  provided  to  support  communities: 

$425  million  to  municipalities  to  address  growth 
pressures  on  transportation  infrastructure  (with  a 
commitment  for  $475  million  over  the  next  three 
years  and  $175  million  earmarked  for  priority 
infrastructure) 

$9.91  million  in  grants  to  279  municipalities  for 
local  projects  to  improve  municipal  governance, 
services  and  cooperation  with  neighbouring 
municipalities 

$ 1 million  to  various  non-profit  organizations 
from  Wild  Rose  Foundation 
$800,000  to  local  and  regional  sport  and 
recreation  projects 

$176,640  in  grants  to  16  community  groups  for 
human  rights  education  projects  to  foster  equality 
and  reduce  discrimination 
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PROTECTING  ALBERTA'S  NATURAL  HERITAGE 


Albertans  take  pride  in  their  beautiful,  clean  province  and  uniquely  western  heritage. 

They  want  to  preserve  the  environment  as  well  as  the  provinces  pioneering  past.  To  ensure  our 
natural  places  and  our  special  memories  are  preserved  for  generations  to  come  we  performed 
the  following  activities  during  July,  August  and  September  of  this  year: 


• Regional  Sustainable  Development  Strategy 
developed  for  the  Athabasca  Oil  Sands  region 

• New  requirements  for  upstream  gas  flaring  initiated 
by  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board  to  reduce 
flaring 

• Research  grant  up  to  $373,000  to  the  Canadian 
Association  of  Petroleum  Producers  for  flaring 
technology  research 

• The  Natural  Heritage  Act  MLA  Review  Committee 
began  public  and  stakeholder  consultations  on  the 
proposed  protected  areas  legislation 

• Local  Committees  continued  nominating  sites  to  the 
Special  Places  program 


• State-of-the-art  facility  for  the  Provincial  Archives  of 
Alberta  acquired 

• The  Royal  Tyrrell  Museum  of  Palaeontology 
partnered  with  the  Royal  British  Columbia  Museum, 
The  National  Science  Museum  of  Tokyo,  Discovery 
Channel  and  West  Coast  Energy  to  collect  the  skull 
of  a 24  metre-long,  220  million  year-old  ichthyosaur 
from  northeastern  British  Columbia.  This  marine 
reptile  is  30%  larger  than  any  ichthyosaur  previously 
found  and  required  a Sikorsky  helicopter  to  remove  it 
from  the  site 
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IMPROVING  EFFICIENCY  AND  INNOVATION 


We  have  many  cutting  edge  practices  to  thank  for  the  sound  economic  position  the  province 
currently  enjoys.  Many  of  those  practices  were  pioneered  by  Alberta  business  and  industry 
Others  are  the  result  of  your  government  at  work.  In  the  2nd  Quarter,  that  work  included: 


• New  initiative  launched  for  development  and 
commercialization  of  electronic  devices 

• Three  new  Electrical  Codes  came  into  effect 
recognizing  new  and  changing  technologies  in 
the  electrical  industry  ( Canadian  Electrical  Code, 
Electrical  Code  for  Oil  and  Gas  Facilities,  Electrical 
Communication  and  Utility  Code). 

• Alberta  Research  Council  acquired  C-FER 
Technologies  Inc.  to  strengthen  energy  transportation 
and  engineering  research  capabilities 

• New  Customer  Service  Reporting  System  developed 
to  track  assistance  to  community  and  volunteer 
organizations 

• New  web  site  launched  by  Alberta  Science  and 
Research  Authority 

• Research  grant  applications  to  the  provincial 
science  and  research  fund  started  being  accepted 
over  the  internet 

• SAIT,  NAIT  and  Banff  Centre  joined  Alberta’s 
Advanced  Internet  (Netera  Alliance) 


• 265  public  libraries  now  connected  to  the  internet 
through  the  Alberta  Public  Library  Electronic 
Network 

• International  Congress  on  Telehealth  and  Multimedia 
Technologies  held  in  Alberta 

• University  of  Alberta  opened  its  NANUC  Nuclear 
Magnetic  Resonance  (NMR)  facility  - a project 
partially  funded  through  the  provincial  Science  and 
Research  Fund 

• Funding  provided  to  support  innovation  and 
research: 

$3  million  to  upgrade  Alberta  Research  Council 
Biotechnology  Pilot  Plant  to  meet  international 
demands  for  animal  vaccines 
$1  million  grant  (with  a commitment  for 
$2  million  more  over  the  next  two  years)  to  help 
launch  Edmonton  Space  and  Science  Centre 
Vision  2000  expansion  initiative 
Research  grant  up  to  $180,000  to  University  of 
Calgary  for  Electron  Probe  Microanalyzer 
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